
Our Commitment 
to Our 

Community

I was brought up in a family that believed we are here to serve others.  A 
community that works together thrives.  From a young age I have always 
tried to do my part.  From mentoring in the Special Olympics golf program 
to building Habitat for Humanity houses.  But it was family and food that led 
me to the organizations we support with the festival.

Matt Beeler, Founder

Since 2013 we have donated over $685,000 to local charities.  We are committed to making an impact in our community.  Since the 
initial donation of $20,000 in the inaugural event, we have been able to continue that commitment.

The Empty Stocking Fund (2013-2022)
Total Donated: $187,000

As you may or may not know, every year The 
Empty Stocking Fund provides food and toys 
to disadvantaged families during the 
holidays.  Volunteers hand out baskets every 
year filled with around 40 different items, so 
they have family meals together, and the 
kids enjoy at least a few toys under the tree.  
Baskets cost over $50 each to fill with 
enough food to feed a family of four for a 
week.  

Our donations have helped fill over 3500 
baskets since 2013.

Second Harvest Food Bank (2015-Present)
Total Donated: $75,000

One in five children and one in eight adults 
are at risk of hunger.  There are nearly 
160,000 people going hungry in East 
Tennessee.  Second Harvest Food Bank 
collects food and money from grocery 
stores, corporate sponsors, community food 
drives and generous individuals to help feed 
those in need in our community.  Amazingly, 
they are able to stretch $1 to provide three 
meals! 

Our donations have helped provide over 
231,000 meals from 2015 to 2025.

Other Organizations receiving Funds 
Total Donated: $423,500

The Ronald McDonald House (2013-2015) - $35,000
The Butterfly Fund (2016-2017) - $34,000
Big Heads Big Hearts Foundation (2016-2019) - $37,000
The UT Culinary Institute (2018-2024) - $93,000
East TN Children’s Hospital (2021-2024) - $57,000
City Shephard's (2021-Present) - $42,500
Boys & Girls Club (2022-Present) - $49,000
Thompson Cancer Center (2024-Present) - $40,000
The Sunsphere Fund (2022-2024) - $27,500
Survivor Fitness (2021-2022) - $8,500

My command is this: Love each other as I 
have loved you.

John 15:12
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